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, 

HISTORY OF CAMP IX 

OF 

THE CORPORATION OF THE SEVEN WARDENS 

THE RITUAL OF THE CALLING OF AN ENGINEER 

 
 

At the Thirty-Sixth Annual Professional Meeting of the Engineering Institute of Canada, in 

Montreal, on January 25, 1922, Professor H.E.T. Haultain, of the University of Toronto, was 

the luncheon speaker.  In his address entitled 
11

The Romance of Engineering 11, he urged the 

development of a tribal spirit among engineers. 

 
 

When invited to enlarge upon his idea at the retiring president's dinner in the University Club 

that evening, Professor Haultain suggested the development of an oath or a creed to which the 

young graduate in engineering could subscribe, something similar in form to the Hippocratic 

oath in the medical profession. Mr. J.M.R. Fairbairn, chief engineer of the Canadian Pacific 

Railway, was the past-president in the chair and there were present, as special guests, six other 

past-presidents of the Institute: Messrs. G.H. Duggan, Phelps Johnson, G.A. Mountain, R.A. 

Ross, W.F. Tyve and H.H. Vaughan. At Professor Haultain's suggestion, these seven past 

presidents were then and there constituted a committee under the chairmanship of Past 

President Fairbairn to act on his proposal. 

 
Over the following three years, the Seven, as they were referred to, appealed to and gained the 

support of   Rudyard Kipling, an English poet, novelist, and the 1907 Nobel Prize in Literature 

recipient, in establishing what is known to all Canadian engineers as the Ritual of the Calling of 

an Engineer. The Ritual and the Ceremony were developed by Kipling, who was a master of 

dignified and ritualistic procedures. The Sons of Martha, The Hymn of the Breaking Strain, 

and If are Kipling poems that are used during the ceremony of several Camps across Canada. 

 
The inaugural ceremony was held on the evening of April 25, 1925 in one of the private dining 

rooms in the University Club of Montreal. The obligation was taken concurrently by six 

engineers, Dr. Ross acting as Senior Supervising Engineer. 
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The Book of Authority provides for the delegation of authority by the Seven for the 

establishment of Camps throughout the country. 

 
Camp IX was established on March 1, 1934. Although it was usual for the Camps to be 

established around a University, Camp IX was established in Saint John because there were 

more practicing engineers there than in Fredericton, which for many years was the site of the 

only engineering school in the province. Many of the engineers in Saint John at that time were 

Federal Government employees and a number were familiar with how earlier Camps were 

established and operated. In addition, there were those at the University of New Brunswick 

who considered the Camp and its operation a secret society and the Dean of Engineering of the 

day was not in favor of that. However, most of the candidates for Camp IX were, and continue 

to be, graduates of the University of New Brunswick, and ceremonies are held in Fredericton. 

 
Mr. J.M.R. Fairbairn, who was one of the founders of the Corporation, conducted the inaugural 

Ceremony of Camp IX as the Senior Supervising Engineer. There were 23 obligated at that 

ceremony.  The Camp IX charter wardens were J.R. Freeman, A. Gray, C.C. Kirby, 

G. Murdoch, Geoffrey Stead, G.H. Thurber, and G.A.Vandervort. 

 
 

As most of the original wardens were from Saint John, they were obliged to travel to 

Fredericton for the induction of new engineers at each ceremony. They reviewed the list of 

proposed candidates, determined ring sizes and wrote out the certificates by hand the day of 

the ceremony. Andy MacVey was very good at calligraphy and did a marvelous job of 

producing the Ritual certificates. After a number of years, with the increasing age of the 

wardens and the increasing number of candidates, this routine became rather onerous resulting 

in growing difficulty in having at least seven wardens attend the ceremonies. 

 
In 1973, it was decided that a review of the operation was necessary. The resulting 

recommendations included moving the administrative headquarters to Fredericton, where most 

of the candidates originated.  Ottis Logue, a recently-appointed Camp Secretary located in 
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Fredericton, was charged with setting up the relocated operation and assuring the proper 

conduct in the changing times.  In 1976, Mr. Logue was named Chairman of the Camp. 

 
It was apparent at this time that some wardens felt that it was an honor to be a warden, but that 

being so honored was without responsibility. One critical responsibility was that there must 

be seven wardens in attendance at the Ritual, so the Obligation Ceremony could be conducted 

in the manner its founder had intended. Wardens of the day who would not accept this 

responsibility had to be (and were) replaced. 

 
The Camp also found that, with the increasing number of candidates, one ceremony a year was 

not sufficient. There are now two, one in the spring and one in the fall, coinciding with the 

end of classes at UNB. 

 
In the larger centers of Canada, the candidate pool for wardens is far greater than in 

Fredericton, or even in New Brunswick. As a result, some wardens served longer than 

recommended, but they served the Camp faithfully and the practice continues. Fredericton 

often has the greater number of wardens because of the travel time and distance for two 

meetings per year. 

 
Whereas previously all paperwork, including the certificates and wallet cards, were completed 

by hand the day of the ceremony, the Camp practice evolved to using a typewriter, and then 

to the computer-generated calligraphy of the present day. 

 
It was also decided that the ceremony would be combined with a dinner. This proved to be 

very popular and has become an integral part of the Camp's activity. This practice continues 

to be almost unique in Canada.  

 

A mandatory dress code was instituted in that all persons are supposed to be neat. There was 

the “period of the blue jeans” when almost anything was worn and many candidates arrived 
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that way for the ceremony. This deviation from the dress code lasted only a few years. At the 

ceremony, the doors are closed at the time advertised, with no subsequent admittance. The 

Camp has found this proper and necessary; candidates are cautioned not to consume too 

many refreshments beforehand as an exit during the ceremony would not permit re-entry. 

 

The first female candidate was obligated in 1947, Helen Baxter. There followed no great 

numbers until the 1990's. Margaret (Pegi) McKay became Camp IX’s first female warden in 

1993. Over the years, the number of international students increased dramatically with 

candidates representing as many as 18 foreign countries/cultures in attendance at individual 

ceremonies. With this, minor adjustments to the ceremony and the dinner menu were made 

to recognize the increased diversity of the Camp’s candidate base. 

 

By 2017, the total number of engineers obligated by Camp IX was more than 12,000 in 123 

ceremonies. 

 

Camp IX operates with seven Wardens, plus seven alternate Wardens. There is a provision 

for Honorary Wardens. In researching for this document, it was found that at one time there 

was a Warden Emeritus; the last known with this designation was Ira Beattie. 

 

Ceremony #57, held on April 2, 1984 in Fredericton, celebrated Camp IX's 50th Anniversary. 

Representatives from the Corporation of the Seven Wardens and ten other Camps across the 

country attended that milestone ceremony. It was an honor to have those representatives. The 

certificates for that ceremony showed a red "50" in the center of the ring. This is the only 

time that alterations to the certificates were made up until the new style certificate was used 

in April, 2017 on a trial basis. The 50th ceremony also honored two 50-year members, one 

from Camp IX, the other from Camp II (Montreal). They were Frank Patriquen and John 

Sterling. Special certificates were prepared for these two engineers to honor their services. 

Frank Patriquen had served the Camp for over 40 years, the last 10 as Secretary. Frank 

Patriquen's certificate was delivered to him in Saint John and John Sterling's was delivered 

to him in Montreal. 
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For the 50th ceremony, Dr. John Dawe of the Department of Civil Engineering designed, 

and personnel in the UNB machine shop manufactured, a "ring" about 8 inches in diameter 

housed in a 5 surfaced glass case. This is on display at all ceremonies and has two engravings 

which read: 

 

On the Front: 

 
 

PRESENTED TO: 

CAMP 9 

ON THE OCCASION OF ITS 50TH ANNIVERSARY 

AND IN RECOGNITION OF THE CLOSE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN CAMP 9 

AND THE FACULTY OF ENGINEERING, UNB 

 

On the Back: 
 

PRESENTED BY FRANK WILSON DEAN OF ENGINEERING TO 

OTTIS LOGUE 

CHIEF WARDEN OF CAMP 9 AT THE 

BI-ANNUAL MEETING 

APRIL 2, 1984 
 

The ceremony states that the induction is neither for the public nor the press, and Camp IX 

has respected this. There have been suggestions that friends and parents be allowed to attend 

as permitted in some other Camps. Wardens regularly query candidates on the Ceremony 

agenda and have been advised "no, keep it the way it is ". 

 

Without any support staff, Camp IX is dependent on the cooperation of other entities in its 

current day-to-day operations: 

- UNB screens and registers the candidates in the first instance; 

- APEGNB verifies the qualifications of non-students and subsidizes the cost of the dinner 

for candidates; 

- Neill and Gunter Limited provided microfilming services (register entries) until Camp 

records went digital; and 
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- exp Services Inc, formerly ADI Limited, provides administrative and clerical resources and 

ring replacement services through an individual appointed as assistant Camp Secretary. 

 

The Camp is very fortunate to have had this support which is provided in an efficient and 

friendly manner. 

 

Camp IX remains one of the few Camps that has compiled a "Relics Board". It is on display 

at each of the obligation ceremonies and draws the interest of many. A pattern noted at recent 

ceremonies is that Obligated parents are now returning to ring their children and even 

grandchildren in increasing numbers. The Camp is flattered, as this seems to illustrate the 

importance that the parents and candidates put on the ceremony and the significance of the 

Obligation. 

 

 A quantity of rings are returned to the Camp each year when the wearer lays down his/her 

calling as encouraged by the Ritual, or a replacement is required. An inventory of these 

"experienced" rings is maintained for those candidates who would like to take advantage of 

such. 

 

Every successful organization has a few key members who have been responsible for its 

continuation. Four such individuals come to mind in the history of Camp IX. Frank Patriquen 

is remembered for his above-referenced service to the Camp over 40 years. F.P. Vaughan is 

remembered by a generation of engineers for his ability to recite the Sons of Martha from 

memory with his thumbs securely hooked onto his suspenders which added a special element 

to the Ritual. In 1974, Ottis Logue accepted the challenge to provide renewed vigor to a tired 

organization. For nearly twenty-five years, he served as both Chief Warden and Secretary, 

co-opting new wardens and alternative wardens, and ensuring the ceremonies were conducted 

with the dignity and decorum the original Seven intended. He relinquished his duties as Chief 

Warden and Secretary in 1997, but continued to be an active Warden until shortly before his 

death in 2004. Brian Barnes was part of the new wave of Wardens in 1977 and served the 

Camp faithfully until his retirement in 2018. During this 40 year span, he led the camp for 15 
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years as Chief Camp Warden. 

 

Appendix A provides the chronological listing of all Camp IX wardens. 

 

O.I. Logue, Senior Warden 

 

   

Brian B. Barnes, Chief Warden 

 

 

 

 

 

Paul D. Morrison, Secretary 

 

Respectfully submitted, December 06, 1999 

Edited by Paul Morrison and Brian Barnes, August 12, 2017 
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APPENDIX A: WARDENS CAMP IX 

THE RITUAL OF THE CALLING OF AN ENGINEER 

    IN  OUT 

WARDEN DATE 

Kirby, c.c. 1934 
Gray, A. 1934 
Freeman, J.R. 1934 
VanderVort, G.A. 1934 
Murdock, G.G. 1934 
Stead, G. 1934  THIS PAGE IS CURRENTLY BEING UPDATED 
Thurber, G.H. 1934 
Vaughan, F.P . 1946 
Lawson, W.J. 1946 
Turner, E.O. 1946 
Brown, G.M. 1948 
McAllister, C.D. 1950 
Turnbull, A.A. 1955 
Beattie, I.M. 1957 Hon 1989 
MacNab, T.C. 1957 
Turnbull, D.O. 1960 
Webb, D.R. 1960 
Baird, A.F . 1960 
Yuill, R. 1960 
Cox, K.V. 1961 
Patriquen, F .A. 1963 Deceased 1991 
Manchul, E.D. 1963 
Dineen, J.0. 1963 
Tweeddale, R.E. 1963 
Godfrey, W.R. 1964 
Cassidy, S.B. 1973 
Mooney, J.P. 1972 1989 
Logue, 0.I. 1974 
Rogers, J.D. 1976 1991 
Albert, C. 1977 
Barnes, B.B. 1977 
Donahue, J. 1977 1993 
Steeves, H. 1977 1984 
Stephenson, E. 1979 1992 
Weir, R.F. 1979 1987 
Dohaney, W. 1982 1985 
Bliss, G.R. 1984 1995 
Smith, W.H.R. 1985 1992 
Callaghan, J.F . 1987 1993 
Fullarton, H. 1987 
Burpee, R.A. 1990 
Morrison, P.D. 1990 
Reeder, K.F. 1990 
Touchie, B.A. 1990 
Mackay, D.S. 1993  
McKay, Margaret (Peg)  1993  
Wheatley, J.B. 1993 
Sherrard, Elwin 1996 
Armstrong, Larry 1997 1998 
Rodrigues, Emilia 1999 
Scott, Dwight 1999 


